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CONTEXT DEFINITION

I.
CONTEXT DEFINITION

The following historic context statement was researched and written for
the Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League (SMILE) by Dr. Gail Evans-Hatch
and Michael Evans-Hatch, Evans-Hatch & Associates. The project was
completed in 1999 under the terms of a contractual agreement entered into by
Evans-Hatch & Associates, and SMILE.

Information in this document will aid in planning efforts and decision-
making with regard to historic resources as SMILE is faced with future
development and expansion.

This project was financed by SMILE. All work was completed in
accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for
Archeology and Historic Preservation, created by the National Park Service.
This project also followed the guidelines for historic context statements
articulated by the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office.

A historic context statement is a planning document used to define a
community’s historic resources. It identifies the broad patterns of historic
development of the community and identifies historic property types, such as
buildings, sites, structures, objects, or districts, which may reflect these
patterns of development. In addition, a historic context statement provides
direction for evaluating and protecting significant historic resources. As a
planning document, it is intended to be a dynamic, evolving document,
responsive to the community’s needs, desires, and changes.

An important step in understanding a historic context is determining
what is to be studied. Three parameters are used to define the scope of a
historic context. They are theme, place, and time.

A THEME:

The theme of a context study delineates “what” is to be studied. The
primary theme of this project is the historical development of the Sellwood-
Moreland neighborhood. It addresses the development of historic resources,
such as buildings, structures, sites, and objects, within what are now the
geographical limits of the study area.

The Sellwood-Moreland neighborhood is an area geographically,
politically, and legally incorporated into the city of Portland, Oregon. It was
annexed by Portland on February 23, 1893, after functioning as a separate
municipal corporation for a brief five years. Situated on the eastern shore of
the Willamette River approximately three miles up-river from Portland's
commercial center, it was platted in 1882 by the Sellwood Real Estate
Development Company and purportedly named after the Reverend John
Sellwood, an Episcopal minister who originally purchased the 321-acre
property.

3




CONTEXT DEFINITION

As with much of the rich agricultural land nestled between Oregon’s
Coast Range and the Cascade Mountains, the ripe, rich green silence of
horticulture preceded the joyous cacophony of house, store, boardwalk, and
white-picket fence. In the case of Sellwood, before squares were drawn in the
earth within which houses would eventually be constructed, Henderson
Luelling planted the seedlings which grew into Oregon’s apple and cherry
industry.

T‘.._muuru{.
*, v [ Connected to Portland initially by

{ boat, later by one of the nation’s first
electric interurban railways, and finally by
bridge, Sellwood offered the middle-class
Portland area resident a chance at the
American Dream of home and hearth by
providing inexpensive building lots which
could be acquired with a small down

payment and low monthly installments.

Sellwood also offered Portland area
residents an exciting summer weekend
destination, complete with concerts by
John Phillip Sousa, an eighty-eight-foot
ferris wheel, and fireworks swooshing
skyward from a mid-river barge to arch up
and blossom above the up-turned faces of
crowds often exceeding 10,000. The Oaks
Amusement Park, constructed in 1905 by
the Oregon Water Power and Railway
Company in an attempt to add leisure
passengers to its commuter-passenger
customer base, offered forty-four acres of

picnic lawns, benches wrapped around
mature, graceful oak trees, and the glow of

Japanese lanterns swaying in breezes
freshened by summer roses. The park
opened just a few days after the Lewis and
Clark Exposition of 1905. It continues to provide venues for rollerskaters,
ferriswheel riders, and summer strollers.

B. PLACE:

Defining the place or spatial boundary addressed in a context study describes
its geographic limits. The spatial boundary for this project includes the entire
area within the Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League boundaries as
presented in the map, above. The Sellwood-Moreland Neighborhood
Improvement League (SMILE) boundaries are the Willamette River on the west,
Ochoco and St. Andrews streets on the south, and McLoughlin Boulevard on
the east and north.
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CONTEXT DEFINITION

C. TIME:

Defining the time or temporal limits addressed by a context study
establishes dates which focus the investigation. The chronological limits of this
study begin with Native American (Clatsop) occupancy, and end in the 1950s.
This period correlates both with chronological periods which have been
identified by the State Historic Preservation Office, as well as events which
proved to be significant to the development of the neighborhood. A few of the
more significant events have been presented in the chart, below. Although not
intended to be an exhaustive presentation of all formative events in the

neighborhood's history, it does serve to provide the reader with a general sense
of its evolution.

SELLWOOD-MORELAND TIMELINE

Date Event

1848 Israel Mitchell established horse-powered ferry (not on the
same run later used by Sellwood Ferry)

1848 Henderson Luelling family settled on in the southern part of
the neighborhood.

1848 George Wills, and son Jacob claimed land near Johnson Creek
and at the north end of this study area.

1850 Steamer Lot Whitcomb launched at Milwaukie. It plied
Willamette River for several years

1852 Alfred Luelling, son of Henderson Luelling, claimed land in
neighborhood.

1860-65 United States Civil War

1866 John Sellwood purchased 321 acres in the area which became
Sellwood

1873- U.S. economic depression, with nation-wide impact.

1879 Shindler and Chadbourne reportedly opened furniture factory
in the area which would become Willsburg

1882 T.W. Wood bought 320 acres from John Sellwood and platted
Sellwood townsite. Sellwood Real Estate Company sold lots

1884 First school erected (on site of present Sellwood School)

1885 Sellwood population reached 500

6




CONTEXT DEFINITION

1885
1887
1888
1889
1890-91
1891
1892
1892
1893
1893
1893-97

early 1900s

1900-1910

1900

1901
1902
1904
1905
1905

1906

1906

Sorenson & Young Saw & Planing Mill opened

Opening of the Madison Street bridge

The rapid expansion of street railways in the Portland area began
City of Sellwood incorporated

Street railways shifted from horsepower to electricity

East Side Railway Company incorporated

East Side Railway Company reached City View Park in Sellwood
Spokane Street planked

Sellwood population reached 1,800

City of Sellwood annexed to Portland

U.S. economic depression, with nation-wide impact.

“City Beautiful” movement (emphasizing great park,
architecture, and boulevard plans) began influencing Portland
area urban planning

Portland area population increased by 129% to over 207,000
and the geographical boundaries enlarged by 33% to over 50
square miles. (By 1915 80% of the city's geographical
boundaries of 1975 had been set.)

East Side Lumber Company emerged from Sorenson & Young
Saw & Planing Mill

Portland City and Oregon Railway Company incorporated

Oregon Water Power & Railway Company incorporated

Sellwood Ferry, John F. Caples began operation

Portland's Lewis and Clark Exposition held in northwest Portland
Oaks Amusement Park opened

Portland Railway Company & City & Suburban Railway

Company merged and became Portland Railway Light and

Power Company

Sellwood Bee began publishing

7




CONTEXT DEFINITION

1907

1908

1917-19

1920

1925

1925

1932-35
1937
1940-45
1954

1958

Bank of Sellwood opened

Portland Railway Light & Power Company acquired the east
side interurban lines

US involvement in World War I (Great War)
Sellwood post office established at 8207 SE 13th Avenue
Sellwood Bridge constructed

Ferry (John F. Caples) connecting Sellwood with the west bank of
the Willamette River stopped operating

Depths of the Great Depression

East Side Lumber Company closed after two major fires
US involvement in World War II

Oregon Door and Sash Company closed

Interurban service into Sellwood ceased




HISTORIC OVERVIEW

II.
CONTEXT DESCRIPTION

A. HISTORIC OVERVIEW:

The purpose of this section is to present a summary of the
neighborhood's history, highlighting key events in its development. This
overview is not intended to be a comprehensive discussion of the history of the
neighborhood. For additional and more detailed information about the
neighborhood’s history, the reader may want to consult the resources listed in
the Bibliography which follows this Part. A list of persons whose significance in
the neighborhood’s history could be ascertained during the course of the
preparation of this context statement is also presented at the end of this part.

This historical overview is divided into thematic categories which are
derived from a list developed by the State Historic Preservation Office. The
thematic categories presented in this section are:

Native Americans,
Exploration and Fur Trade
European Settlement,
Agriculture,
Transportation,

Industry and Manufacturing,

Commercial Development,

Urban Development,

Government,

Culture, which includes:
Religion,
Recreation,
Education,
Medicine, and
Funerary.




HISTORIC OVERVIEW

(1) Native Americans

Eleven thousand years ago, the Pleistocene-Age glaciers retreated from
the lower Columbia River Basin for the last time. Marsh lands and shallow
lakes receded from the valley floor; the natural environment slowly became
hospitable to humans. About six thousand years ago, native groups gradually
moved down into the valley floor from the surrounding hillsides! The natural
environment of the lower Columbia and Willamette rivers--rich in salmon,
edible roots, berries, and plants of all kinds--became absorbed into the cultural
practices of native inhabitants once occupying the present-day Sellwood-
Westmoreland neighborhood.

The first human inhabitants of the Sellwood-Westmoreland
neighborhood, the Clackamas tribal group, belonged to the larger Chinookan
language family. At one time, the Chinookan peoples populated the lower
Columbia culture area more densely than in any other part of Oregon; about
400 persons occupied every 100 square miles. In addition to the Clackamas,
the Chinookan group included the Multnomah, Chahcowah, Cushook,
Cathlamet, and Skilloot bands. Although the Chinook had no strict territorial
borders, they generally occupied both the north and south banks of the lower
Columbia River (to The Dalles), as well as the lower Willamette River to the falls
(at present-day Oregon City).2

The Clackamas was a tribe in the Upper Chinookan family, at the edge of
territory occupied by the Tualatin band of the Kalapuyan language group. Falls
and rapids on the two rivers were favorite fishing spots of natives in the area.
Willamette Falls provided the Clackamas with an abundant source of salmon,
the most important Chinookan food. The Clackamas built platforms extending
out from the rocks on the river bank from which they netted, gaffed, and
speared the fish leaping up the falls. The Clackamas also harvested wappato
root, once abundant on nearby Ross, and Hardtack islands, along with berries.
They sometimes hunted game--elk, dear, and bear. The Clackamas traveled
relatively short distances in their seasonal movements. The Clackamas, like
the Chinookans generally, built rectangular plank houses made for seasonal
shelter, and used long-prowed canoes to travel distances.® Their social
structure emphasized rank, primarily based on wealth, which was built up
through trade with other native groups. A network of trade between numerous
Indians groups, including the Upper Chinooks, was well developed along the
Columbia River at the time of first European contact. The Clackamas lived
along this main artery of trade although did not control its key points of
exchange. Willamette Falls served as a site for trade and social interaction
between the Kalapuyan and Chinookan language groups.*

! Although earlier definite evidence of human habitation in the Willamette Valley only dates back about 5,500, the close proximity of
human stone chips to mammoth bones near Tangent, Oregon, which date back 10,000, it is suspected that native peoples inhabited the
Willamette Valley soon after the Pleistocene Age. Stephen Dow Beckham, The Indians of Western Oregon: This Land Was Theirs
(Coos Bay, Oreg.: Arago Books, 1977), 19-24.

¥ Beckham, Indians of Western Oregon, 22

* Beckham, Indians of Weslern Oregon, 10, 34-38, 47, 52, 60).

* Zeff Zucker, Kay Hummel, and Bob Hogfoss, Oregon Indians: Culture, History & Current Affairs (Portland, Oreg.: Press of the
Oregon Historical Society, 1983), 2-9, 14-57; J. Neilson Barry, “The Indians of Oregon--Geographic Distribution of Linguistic
Families,” Oregon Historical Quarterly 28: 1 (March 1927): 4961, City of Portland Planning Bureau, “Draft Portland Historical
Context Statement,” Portland, Oreg.: City of Portland Planning Bureau, October 1993), 14.
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HISTORIC OVERVIEW

At one time, Clackamas fishing and trading encampments existed in the
general vicinity of the Sellwood-Westmoreland neighborhood. . In 1912 the
Sellwood Bee reported that a George H. Sutherland found a “finely formed
pestle made from flint rock. It is 8” long, 13” in circumferences and 7 “ around
the handle” while at work on the water tank in the Oaks Park. According to the
newspaper, local Sellwood resident J.W. Campbell had a cabinet filled with
relics found near this spot, supporting local folklore that the low-lying near the
Oaks had been a camping place of Indian tribes.5

Route Map of William Clark of Lewis & Clark Expedition on the Columbia
River. The Willamette River (then called "Multnomah") enters from the south
(lower left). The cluster of triangles just left of center in the lower portion of
the map is accompanied by a written narrative identifying it as a community
Of 25 houses. Map courtesy of Willamette University

5 The Sellwood Bee, June 7, 1912, p. 3.

11




HISTORIC OVERVIEW

Perhaps the best benchmark of residences in the area when the
EuroAmericans arrived can be gleaned from some of William Clark's route maps
prepared during the 1805-06 Lewis & Clark journey. For example, the map
covering the portion of the Columbia River from the mouth of the Deschutes to
what is now Hood River records four relatively large communities comprised of
permanent housing structures ("26 mat lodges of Indians." . . . "11 wood
houses.” . . . "18 houses." . .. "7 houses." . . . "2 houses.")® This heavy
population density is reflected throughout most of Clark's route maps covering
the Columbia River, clearly demonstrated a relatively dense population of
permanent residents.

In the 1990s, however, there are no extant buildings or structures that
represent Clackamas occupancy of the area.” There are also no recorded
prehistoric archaeological sites within the neighborhood. Nearby, however,
prehistoric sites (fire-cracked rock, flaking debris, and a single projectile point
dating from 8,000 to 10,000 years ago) have been recorded at the headwaters of
Crystal Springs Creek (along the eastern periphery of the neighborhood). Fire-
cracked rocks, rock flakes, and projectile points have also been located on the
Reed College campus nearby.8 There have been several unverified reports of
artifact finds along Johnson Creek, part of which passes through the eastern
portion of the neighborhood. Future archaeological studies may uncover more
archaeological artifacts. An archaeological predictive model developed for the
Portland Planning Bureau in 1992 estimates that the Johnson Creek floodplain
has an expected density of about one site per 150 acres.?

8 Clark, Route Map, 1805-06, American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia.

" Bureau of Planning, “Sellwood,” in Potential Historic Conservation Districts (Portland, Oreg.: Bureau of Planning, October 1978),
163); Dick Matthews, “Walking Tour Guide Map of Old Sellwood” (Portland, Oreg.: Sellwood-Moreland Improvement League, no
date).

& Lee Gilsen, State Historic Preservation Office archaeologist, oral communication with Gail and Michael Evans-Hatch, Salem,
Oregon, April 21, 1999.

® David V. Ellis, “An Archaeological Predictive Model for the City of Portland: Management Summary,” prepared for the Portland
Planning Bureau, Typescript 1992.
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HISTORIC OVERVIEW

(2) Exploration and Fur Trade by Europeans and Euroamericans

European and Euroamerican exploration and fur trade in the lower
Willamette and Columbia basins extended from the mid-1770s into the early
1840s. Native American inhabitants felt the impact of European explorers long
before these questing newcomers actually visited the future site of Sellwood-
Westmoreland. Imported diseases of various kinds wreaked havoc with native
populations throughout the Northwest, including those along the Willamette
River, during the early period of European exploration. Soon after the Spanish
government sent expeditions led by Juan Perez, Bruno Heceta, and Bodega y
Quadra to explore the Pacific Northwest shoreline in 1774 and
English navigator Captain James Cook sailed along the Oregon coast in 1778, a
plague, probably smallpox, swept through the indigenous populations in the
1780s. Thousands of natives occupying in the Columbia River drainage fell
victim to this exotic disease, to which they had developed no immunity. In the
1790s, venereal diseases introduced by sailors and traders to natives at the
mouth of the Columbia River slowly spread inland and greatly diminished the
number of natives in the region.10

In 1792 Robert Gray, a Boston-based American trader in search of
marketable furs, entered and explored the lower estuary of the Columbia River.
In October that same year, British Captain George Vancouver, who learned of
the Columbia River from Gray, entered its navigable parts in the sailing
vessels, the Chatham and the Discovery. Vancouver’s assistant, William
Broughton, sailed along the lower 100 miles of the Columbia as far east as the
Sandy River vicinity (a few miles east of the Willamette River mouth).

Broughton charted the number and location of plank slab houses in each major
village on his voyage. He became the first non-native to record the shoreline
and depth of the Columbia and to view its forested hillsides.!!

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark led the first United States overland
exploration of the Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean, between1804 and 1806.
William Clark's route map, above, clearly reflects the relatively high population
density of villages they passed on their way down the Columbia. (The river in
the lower left of the map is labeled, "Multnomah," it was later changed to
"Willamette".) Although the expedition leaders failed to notice the mouth of the
Willamette River on their hurried voyage down the Columbia in blustery
November 1804, they sighted its opening on their return east-bound trip. The
explorers did not investigate this Columbia River tributary, but, judging from

' Beckcham, Indians of Western Oregon, 98-109; Robert T. Boyd, “Another Look at the ‘Fevver and Ague of Western Oregon,”
Ethnohistory22: 2 (Spring 1975), 135-54; S.F. Cook, “The Epidemic of 1830-1833 in California and Oregon,” University of California
Publications in American Archaeology and Ethnology 43: 3 (May 1955), 303-26. For those who wish to delve deeply into the
biological consequences of European exploration of the “New World,” see Alfred W. Crosby, Jr., The Colombian Exchange:
Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492 (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1972) and Crosby, Ecological Imperialism: The
Biolotical Expansion of Europe, 900-1900 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986).

" Rick Minor, Stephen Dow Beckham, Phyllis E. Lancefield-Steeves, and Kathryn Amne Toepel, “Cultural Resource Overview of
BLM Lands in Northwestern Oregon: Archaeology, Ethnography, History,” University of Oregon Anthropological Papers No. 20
(1980), 50, 93-94; Zucker, et al, Oregon Indians, 58.
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HISTORIC OVERVIEW

water discharged at its mouth in April 1806, were impressed with its size. They
named the river “Multnomah,” after a local Chinookan Indian tribe.12

The abundance of certain natural resources described by Lewis and
Clark’s Corps of Discovery members excited those eager to develop the fur
trading potential of the Northwest. Beginning in 1811, American and British
entrepreneurs established fur trading posts at Astoria, Sauvie Island, and
Vancouver. Fur trappers and traders ventured up the Willamette River Valley
in search of the coveted beaver. In 1811 Robert Stuart of John Jacob Astor’s
Pacific Fur Company (headquartered in Astoria from 1810 to 1813), led a party
up the Willamette Valley past the future site of Sellwood-Westmoreland and
beyond the Willamette Falls. During the next two years, other fur trading
parties-- those led by Donald McKenzie (in April-May 1812), William Wallace
and J.C. Halsey (in late 1812), and William Henry (1813)--probably traveled by
the marshy bottomland below the high bluffs near the future site of Sellwood-
Westmoreland on their trek up the Willamette River.13

Following the acquisition of the Pacific Fur Company by the Northwest
Company in 1813 there was a hiatus in European travel up the Willamette until
the mid-1920s. It was then that the British Hudson's Bay Company merged
with the Northwest Company and established its headquarters at Fort
Vancouver under John McLoughlin. In 1825, McLoughlin claimed land at the
falls of the Willamette, now Oregon City, just south of the Sellwood-
Westmoreland neighborhood. By 1829, John McLoughlin reported that he
turned the first soil in and sold the first grain from the Willamette Valley, thus
giving birth to commercial agriculture in the valley. In the latter 1820s,
Hudson's Bay Company brigades, under leaders like Peter Skene Ogden,
traveled up the Willamette on their way into the interior to trade for furs with
previously uncontacted local residents. By the 1830s, several hundred non-
resident, European, travelers had viewed much of the lower Willamette Valley14

The arrival of European explorers and fur traders in the lower Willamette
Valley eroded the Clackamas’ subsistence economy and their numbers.
Beginning in the early 1810s, fur trading company trappers and hunters in the
valley began to reduce the once abundant deer, elk, bear, beaver, and otter,
upon which local residents depended for food and trade. By the mid-1820s,
years of trapping and trading had extinguished beaver throughout most of the
Willamette Valley and had greatly reduced the number of large game animals.
Additionally, beginning in the early 1810s, retired French and British fur
company trappers and traders who settled in the lower Willamette Valley
(especially French Prairie), cultivated crops, grazed livestock, and fenced land.
These European practices encroached on Chinookan’s food-gathering territory
and disrupted their seasonal cycles of living.15

12 Minor, et al., “Cultural Resource Overview of BLM Lands,” 94-96; Zucker, Oregon Indians, 58.

** Minor, et al., “Cultural Resource Overview of BLM Lands,” 50, 96-97.

" Zucker, Oregon Indians, 59; Alfred Staehli, “Preservation Options for Portland Neighborhoods: A Report on the History of
Portland’s Neighborhoods and Their Historic Centers,” prepared for the 1974 City Options Program of the National Endowment for
the Arts, December 1975, 7.

15 Zucker, Oregon Indians, 61, Beckham, Indians of Western Oregon, 114-16; William A. Bowen, The Willamette Valley: Migration
and Settlement on the Oregon Frontier (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1978), 9-12, 79-81. 87; John A. Hussey, Champoeg:

14




HISTORIC OVERVIEW

During this same period of fur trading, virulent fevers and epidemics,
especially in 1823-24, again spread through the lower Columbia and Willamette
valleys. Local residents experienced the greatest disaster between 1830 and
1833 when an epidemic described as “fever and ague,” probably malaria,
ravaged the residents up and down the West Coast and interior valleys. Entire
villages were completely wiped out. The effects of the epidemic, which climaxed
the rapid decline of the Chinook, continued for a decade.16 Malaria alone
reduced resident populations along the lower Columbia and Willamette rivers
from roughly 14,000 in 1830 to about 1,175 in 1841.17 In the early 1840s,
several Willamette Valley European explorers, fur traders, and the earliest
European settlers described the local residential population as greatly
diminished in number, disorganized, and demoralized.1® By 1900, fewer than
5,000 Indians lived in Oregon and only about 19,000 in the old Oregon Country
(Oregon, Washington, and Idaho).1°

Exploration of the lower and mid-Willamette Valley continued in the early
1840s by two government-sponsored parties. In 1841 the United States South
Seas Surveying and Exploring Expedition, funded by Congress, outfitted an
exploring party commanded by Charles Wilkes. From Fort Vancouver, Wilkes
dispatched a small group, led by Lt. George Foster Emmons, to traverse the
length of the Willamette on their way to the Sacramento Valley. Wilkes himself
explored the valley as far as present-day Salem and was impressed by its
waterpower potential and advantages for raising crops and pasturing stock.
That same year, an informal envoy sponsored by the French government also
visited the Willamette Valley. Expedition leader, Eugene Duflot de Mofras,
assessed the agricultural potential of the valley in glowing terms. These
reports helped stimulate interest in settlement.20

Place of Transition (Portland, Oreg.: Oregon Historical Society with the Oregon Highway Commission and the National Park
Service, 1967), 22-24, 33-34, 38-59.

“Cook, Epidemic of 1830-1833, 303-26.

17 Robert Boyd, “Demographic History, 1774-1874,” in Norwest Coast, ed. Wayne Suttles, Vol. 7 of Handbook of North American
Indians, ed. William C. Sturtevant (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1990), 138-42; Robert Boyd “The Introduction of
Infectious Diseases Among the Indians of the Pacific Northwest, 1774-1874" (Ph.D. diss., University of Washington, 1985).

' Minor, et al., “Cultural Resources Overview of BLM Lands,”50; Zucker, Oregon Indians, 60

'® Joseph E. Taylor I1I, “Burning the Candle at Both Ends: Historicizing Overfishing in Oregon’s Nineteenth-Century Salmon
Fisheries,” Environmental History 4. 1 (January 1999), 56.

® Minor, et al., “Cultural Resource Overview of BLM Lands,” 98-99
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(3) Euroamerican Settlement

Euroamerican settlement first began in the lower and mid-Willamette
Valley in the1830s and became well organized and common in the 1840s. In
1834-35, Nathaniel J. Wyeth, an American entrepreneur, founded a short-lived
agricultural community (named Fort William) on the southwest side of Sauvie
Island, along the Multnomah Channel (and about ten miles north of present-
day Sellwood). Missionaries became the most influential members of these
infant settlements. Beginning in 1834, the Methodists under Jason Lee
established a mission near Salem. Infant communities built up around small-
scale farming and cattle raising operations around missions at not only Salem,
but also Oregon City (on land earlier claimed by John McLoughlin), The Dalles,
and the Clatsop Plains (south of Astoria). These missionaries further
encouraged immigration to Oregon. Methodist missionary Elijah White led 114
Americans--the first large overland migration--into the Willamette Valley in
1842, effectively doubling the non-native population. The following year, the
first large overland migration of nearly 900 emigrants, traveled west over the
Oregon Trail in the so-called “Great Migration.” Hundreds more settlers
poured into the Oregon country’s Willamette Valley each late summer and fall
throughout the 1840s. In 1845, 3,000 more newcomers arrived in the Oregon
country. By 1849, nearly 8,800 Euroamericans populated the Willamette
Valley. Congress passed legislation that year creating the Oregon Territory.2!

Early on small concentrations of new arrivals appeared on the land along
waterways where power for milling and for water transportation was available.
In 1850 nearly 25 percent of the total immigrant population lived in embryonic
small hamlets and towns along the Willamette River and its lower tributaries.

In 1842 the small urban community of settlers at Oregon City, just downstream
from the Willamette Falls, was platted. The following year, pioneer settlers
founded Linnton. In 1845 Asa Lovejoy and Francis Pettygrove hired a surveyor
to lay out a grid of sixteen blocks for what was to become Portland.?2 At the
close of the decade, Lot Whitcomb, local entrepreneur and owner of a saw and
grist mill at the mouth of Johnson Creek on the Willamette, less than a mile
south of the present-day Sellwood-Westmoreland neighborhood, platted
Milwaukie.2® Just north of Sellwood, another early settler platted the townsite
of East Portland in 1850-51.

The United States Congress greatly encouraged settlement of the Oregon
country with the passage of the 1850 Donation Land Claim (DLC) Act. This law
allowed each male settler and Indian of mixed white-native parentage, title to
320 acres, if they were over the age of eighteen and had been living in the
Oregon Territory before December 1, 1850. The Donation Land Claim Act
provided incentive for settlers in the area to resist the lure of the California gold

% Zucker, Oregon Indians, 59.; Minor, et al., “Cultural Resource Overview of BLM Lands,” 107, 113; Bowman, Willamette Valley,
9-15; Staehli, “Preservation Options for Portland Neighborhoods,” 7-8.; Eugene E. Snyder, Early Portland: Stump-Town
Triumphant, (Portland, Oreg.: Oregon Historical Society, 1970).

% Snyder, Early Poriland, Eugene Snyder, Portland Names and Neighborhoods: Their Historic Origins, Portland, Oreg.: Binford &
Mort, 1979, 15-16; Shaehli, “Preservation Options for Portland Neighborhoods,” 7-8.

B Charles Oluf Olson, The History of Milwaukie, Oregon (Milwaukie, Oreg.: Milwaukie Historical Society, 1965) 8-9.
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fields and develop the commercial potential of the Willamette Valley for bustling
California markets. Wives of male claimants could acquire an additional 320
acres (half section). (This law encouraged the unmarried to marry, since the
reward was title to twice as much land.) The 1850 US Census reported a
population of 13,294 in the lower Willamette River area.?¢ Settlers who arrived
after December 1, 1850, could receive half as much land, or 160 acres. The
DLC offer of free land expired in 1855. A total of 7,437 claimants in Oregon
acquired land under this act. Settlers also acquired tracts through the
provisions of the federal Homestead Act(s), which provided for the sale of public
land for $1.25 per acre. These generous federal land policies stimulated a great
surge of immigration to western Oregon. Before this act expired, Oregon’s first

non-native settlers claimed ownership of 2,500,000 acres, including almost all
of the Willamette Valley floor.25

Acreage now in the Sellwood-Westmoreland neighborhood was claimed,
under the Donation Land Act, by four individuals: Henderson Luelling, Alfred
Llewellen, William Meek, and Edward Long. North and east of Johnson Creek
and present-day McLoughlin Boulevard, George Wills and his son, Jacob, filed
donation land claims for two separate parcels. Although these two claims are
just outside the Sellwood-Moreland neighborhood, the early activities on the

Wills property was significant to the initial development of the Sellwood-
Moreland community.26
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2 Staehli, “Preservation Options for Portland Neighborhoods,” 8.

 James M. Bergquist, “The Oregon Donation Act and the National Land Policy,” Oregon Historical Quarterly 58 (March 1957), 17-
35; Stephen Dow Beckham, “History of Western Oregon Since 1846,” in Handbook of North American Indians, Vol. 7, ed., Bruce G.
Trigger (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1990), 180-88.

% «Rev. Sellwood’s Farm Sold to Make Way for New Town,” Sellwood-Moreland Bee, 4 October 1956.

17




HISTORIC OVERVIEW

The first Euroamericans to settle in the present Sellwood-Westmoreland
neighborhood traveled overland in the summer and fall of 1847. One of these
settlers, Henderson Luelling, is, perhaps, best known for his introduction of
grafted fruit trees to the Northwest. Born in North Carolina in 1809, Henderson
learned the nursery business from his father Meshach Luelling, a doctor and
fruit nurseryman of Quaker faith. After first moving to Indiana in 1825, where
he met and married Elizabeth Pressnal in late December of 1830, he then
moved to Iowa, where he operated a nursery for ten years. On April 17, 1847,
Luelling departed Salem, Iowa, with his wife and eight children, including the
oldest son, sixteen-year-old Alfred, with between 500 and 700 grafted fruit trees
(apples, cherries, peaches, plums, and pears) measuring between twenty inches
and four feet in height. The trees were planted in two large boxes filled with soil
and charcoal; the boxes were then mounted in a wagon and surrounded by
railings to keep the cattle in the wagon train from eating the tender plants.27

The 2,000-mile trip took six months. The wagons traveled approximately
fifteen miles per day. The party reached the Missouri River, ten miles above St.
Joseph, on May , 1847. It arrived in The Dalles in October. Running the
“traveling nursery” on the then-treacherous Columbia River down river from
The Dalles on flatboats, the Luelling party landed on the Oregon bank opposite
Fort Vancouver. Henderson Luelling then selected a site for the nursery just
north of the present townsite of Milwaukie on the Willamette River. On
November 27, 1847, the family arrived at their future 642-acre donation land
claim, bounded by Knapp Street on the north (almost reaching the present-day
Oaks Amusement Park) , 17th Avenue on the east, Lava Drive on the south,
and the Willamette River on the west. The Luellings’ claim included land
purchased from a Mr. Wilson, which included five acres of slashed timber
heaped in piles all over the ground and a small primitive cabin at the edge of
the forest. (The Waverley Golf Club and the southern part of the Sellwood-
Moreland neighborhood occupy land once a portion of the Henderson Luelling
land claim.)28

The Luellings immediately set to work planting the 350 trees and shrubs
that had survived the overland trip as quickly as land could be cleared of trees.
(The original orchard was probably on the southern part of the Waverley Golf
Club grounds.) William Meek, who migrated west with the Luellings and
married Mary Luelling, became a partner in the Luelling nursery operation in
1848. The Luelling trees and shrubs were the second known (after those
planted by Meek near present-day Jefferson) grafted fruit stock on the Pacific
Coast. (Seedling apples, which produce smalier fruit, had been planted at Fort
Vancouver as early as 1825.)

Henderson Luelling returned to the east in 1850 to gather more varieties
of trees and shrubs for a sea voyage trip to the West Coast. Seth Luelling,
Henderson’s brother, came West that same year bringing with him a great

" Oregon Daily Journal, Portland, Oregon, 16 October 1947, sec 2, p. 2; Elizabeth F.Dimon, Twas Many Years Since: 100 Years in
the Waverly Area, 1847-1947 (Milwaukie, Oreg.: Elizabeth Dimon, 1981), 3-6; Eugene E. "Snyder, We Claimed This Land:
Poriland’s Pioneer Settlers, (Portland, Oreg.: Binford & Mort, 1989) 169-71; Howard McKinley Corning, Diclionary of Oregon
History, Portland, Oreg.: Binfords & Mort, 1956, 146. Also see: Fred Lockley, “Impressions and Observations of the Journal Man,”
Oregon Daily Jounral, 20 October 1932, p. 12; Nancy Tadlock, “The Migrating Orchard,” Overland Journal, Summer 1985, 22-7.
 Dimon, Twas Many Years Since, 5-7.
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quantity of fruit seeds, which provided much-needed stocks for grafting. Seth
joined the Luelling & Meek nursery enterprise. (Seth remained actively engaged
in the nursery business in Milwaukie for many years, and propagated the
“Black Republican,” “Bing,” “Lincoln,” and “Lewelling” cherries.)

In 1850 the family harvested their first bushel of apples, which fetched
$1 each in Portland. In great demand in San Francisco where argonauts paid
$5 for a single apple, the Luelling & Meek apples were shipped to the Bay region
in coastal sailing vessels directly from the riverside at Milwaukie. In 1853 the
Luellings and Meek started branch nurseries in Salem, Albany, Polk County,
and on the Long Tom River.2?

Henderson Luelling stayed in the Sellwood-Moreland area less than
seven years. Following the death of his wife, daughter, and grandchild and his
marriage to Phoebe Grimes in the early 1850s, the Luelling family, along with
part of his nursery stock, traveled to Oakland, California, in 1854. Two years
later, he ended his nursery partnership with William Meek, still in Oregon. By
1856, he had a 10-acre nursery there and sold both trees and fruit. He soon
accumulated a considerable fortune from his nursery business. He operated
his nursery until his death in San Jose in 1878.30

Alfred Luelling joined Henderson when he went to California. Born in
Indiana (or Randolph County, North Carolina) on November 30, 1831, Alfred
immigrated west with his parents and siblings in 1847. In the spring of 1851,
he married Mary E. Campbell, native of Massachusetts, in Milwaukie. Around
the same time, Alfred and Mary filed papers for a 640-acre donation land claim
just north of Henderson Luelling’s, on a parcel now bounded by Reedway on the
north, 36th Avenue on the east, Knapp on the south, and the Willamette River
on the west. An 1851 surveyor’s map of the area shows the Alfred “Llewelyn”
homesite adjoining the west side of Crystal Springs Creek. Alfred and Mary did
not stay long on their claim. They joined Henderson Luelling when he went
south to the Oakland, California, area in 1854. They sold the western half of
their claim to Henderson (who, in turn, sold it to a son-in-law, Henry Eddy.)
They then sold the eastern half to a man named Kelley. The family returned to
Oregon in the late 1850s, and lived for a time in Washington County, where
Alfred ran a wood lot. Alfred and Mary then moved to Milwaukie in the 1870s
where the couple lived for many years and Alfred periodically joined in
partnership with Seth Luelling. Alfred Luelling died of pneumonia on November
11, 1904, at age 72.31 The Llewellyn School, reputedly named after Henderson
or Alfred Luelling, stands of the Alfred Luelling donation land claim on 14th
Avenue between Henry and Carlton streets.

William H. Meek, born in Ohio in 1819, came across the plains with the
Luellings in 1847 after meeting them in Iowa. Meek arrived in Oregon two
months before the Luellings, met with an Iowan family that was settling

® Oregon Daily Journal, 16 October 1947; Dimon, Twas Many Years Since,, 8-9, 15; Snyder, We Claimed This Land, 170-72,;
Priscilla Knuth to Robert W. Ward (letter), July 11, 1249, Luelling file, Oregon Historical Society.

* snyder, We Claimed This Land, 173 Dimon, “Twas Many Years Ago, 13, 16.

* Dimon, Twas Many Years Ago, 16, 18-19; Snyder, We Claimed This Land, 171, 174; Oregonian, 13 November 1904; Charles
Oluf Olson, “History of Milwaukie, Oregon,” (Unfinished manuscript prepared for the Federal Writers’ Project of the Works
Progress Administration), Milwaukie, Oreg.: Milwuakie Historical Society, 1965, 83.
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upstream on the Willamette River, and planted the twenty or so trees he had
transported overland at this site, between the forks of the Santiam River near
present-day Jefferson. The following year proved significant for Meek. He
accepted Henderson Luelling’s invitation to join him in the nursery and fruit
business at the Luelling donation land claim north of Milwaukie. Their
business partnership became known as the “Luelling & Meek Nursery.” In late
July 1848, William married Henderson’s oldest daughter, Mary, then fifteen.
Neighboring donation land claim holder and Baptist preacher, George Wills,
performed the ceremony. A few days earlier, William and Mary Meek filed the
application for their 640-acre donation land claim, an L-shaped parcel bounded
by today’s Knapp (on the north), 36th Avenue (on the east), Harrison (on the
south), and 17th Avenue (on the west). That year, in September, Meek also
traveled to the California gold fields (along with hundreds of other Oregon
settlers) in search of gold. By June the following year, he was back in
Milwaukie working in the nursery. Meek remained in Oregon until 1859, when,
perhaps encouraged by Henderson Luelling’s letters from California, he moved

there himself. William Meek died in San Lorenzo, California, on December 29,
1880.32

George Wills, a native of Kentucky and also resident of Indiana and Iowa,
came to Oregon over the Oregon Trail with his wife, Sarah Jane Peacock, in
1847. Several of their eleven children (Joseph, Rebecca, Elizabeth, Jacob,
Martha, Jemina, George, Rueben, David, Jonathan, Roland) came with them,
including son Jacob, and daughter Martha and her husband Edward Long. The
family traveled in a wagon train called the “Oskaloosa Company,” named for
their point of departure, Oskaloosa, Iowa. After arriving in The Dalles six
months later, the company built and floated rafts down the Columbia to the
Cascades. They then boarded a large rowboat, known as a “bateau,” owned by
the Hudson’s Bay Company. The party reached Fort Vancouver in late October
1847. The Wills-Long families passed their first winter in a small cabin in the
forest on the east side of the Willamette River. Edward Long and, perhaps,
George and Jacob Wills, made money cutting wood for the Hudson’s Bay
Company.33

In the spring of 1848, George and Jacob Wills, in partnership with
Edward Long, erected a sawmill on Johnson Creek, along with a mill race and
log pond. The Wills milled lumber from their claims, initially. The Wills-Long
sawyers delivered milled lumber over a “lumber road” to the Willamette River,
where boats carried it to customers elsewhere on the Willamette and to bustling
gold-mining supply town of San Francisco. The sawmill reported was the first
planing mill in the region.3* In May, 1849, George and Sarah Wills filed for a
641-acre donation land claim east and north of the bend in Johnson Creek. In
addition to operating the sawmill and farming his land, George Wills served as
an elder in the “Little Flock” Baptist Church in Willsburg. His church
responsibilities included preaching, leading the church in meetings, and
conducting marriages. In 1870 the Wills platted a sixteen-block subdivision

*® Dimon, Twas Many Years Since, 4, 8-9; Snyder, We Claimed This Land,”186-87,

Bsnyder, We Claimed This Land, 273, 156-57.

* Porirait and Biographical Record of the Willamelle Valley, Oregon (Chicago: Chapman Publishing Company 1903, 387-88;
Whitfield A. Smith, “Whatever Happened to Willsburg?,” Sellwood-Moreland Bee, 24 February 1994.
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north of Johnson Creek at its bend, and at the east end of Tacoma Street,
oriented to the newly laid Oregon-California Railroad tracks, which became
known as “Willsburg.” George Wills died at Willsburg in March 1888 at age 87.
Sarah Wills died two years earlier, in 1886.35

Jacob Wills, born to George and Sarah Wills on December 3, 1826,
married Lorana Ellen Bozarth in 1849, the year after the Wills family arrived in
Oregon. In December 1850, Jacob and Lorana settled on a 643-acre donation
land claim just north of his parents. The couple parented eleven children.
Jacob, with his father George, operated the sawmill in Willsburg until around
1888. He then turned his attention to the manufacture of brick in Willsburg.
Around 1891, Jacob sold the brick business to two sons, Alfred Napoleon and
Seth Dallas Wills, who continued its operation under the name of Wills Brothers
for many years.3¢ Another son, William E., worked as a fruit farmer in
Willsburg. Jacob and Lorana Wills kept their property intact until 1891, when
they sold part of it and divided the remainder among their surviving six
children. Jacob Wills died of heart failure on April 27, 1891 age 64.%7

T

1851 U.S. Survey by Butler Ives

Map courtesy of University of Oregon
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Edward Long, born in Ohio in 1817, moved to lowa at age twenty, where
he farmed and raised cattle. In 1846 he married Martha Wills, one of eleven

% Snyder, We Claited This Land, 273-74. Oregonian, March 23, 1888, 4; Whitfield Smith letter to “Mrs. Carlson,” “Wills Family”
folder, Eileen G. Fitzsimons Collection, Sellwood, Oregon

% Alfred Wills also sold real estate, presided over the Hummer Petroleum Company, and worked a s a building contractor later in life.
Intimately involved in the public life of the Sellwood-Moreland community, he served on the Sellwood Board of Trade, the chairman
of the YMCA (commuanity club), and, reportedly, served on the Portland City Council. He died at age seventy in February 1930.
Eileen Fitzsimons, “Traditional Sellwood Cottage Helps Highlight Historic Preservation Month,” Sellwood-Moreland Bee, May
1997, 7.

" $nyder, We Claimed This Land, 274; Porlrait and Biographical Record, 387.
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children born to George and Sarah Wills. After arriving in Oregon with the Wills
family in 1847, Long bought a 636-acre claim (on the northernmost portion of
the Sellwood-Moreland neighborhood) from Seth Catlin. Bounded today by
Holgate (on the north), 42nd (on the east), Reedway (on the south), and the
Willamette River (on the west), this parcel became known as the Edward Long
donation land claim. Long sold his interest in the Wills sawmill in 1850 and
began growing a fruit orchard. (The greenhouses of Holden Foral, located just
south of Reedway Street into the 1920s, reminded residents of Long’s
horticultural enterprise in the area.) Edward Long began selling portions of his
claim in 1856 and 1857; he sold 126 acres to Hampton Kelley and 60 acres to
Archon Kelley at prices ranging from $6 to $12 an acre. In 1871 he sold 7 acres
to Edward Murphy for $100 per acre.38

Edward Long married three times. His first wife, Martha Wills, died in
1855, leaving Edward with four young daughters (Sarah, Mary, Margaret, and
Adelma or Delma). Edward married Avis M. Creswell the following year, and
together they had three children (Henry, Edward E., and Avis E.) before Avis
died. Edward then married a widow, Mrs. Nancy Chase in July 1863. Edward,
himself, died of “dropsy” (edema) twenty-six years later, on February 20, 1889,
at age seventy-two.%

The future Sellwood-Westmoreland neighborhood looked vastly different
at the time of initial Euroamerican settlement than it does now in the late
1990s. The April 7, 1887, issue of the Oregonian presented a romanticized
description of early Sellwood-Moreland:

When the land first came into the possession of the [Sellwood
Clompany, it was in a condition of nature. Not an ax had molested
the wooded depths; not a spade or hoe had disturbed the virgin soil.
Unbroken forests and dense thickets covered the tract. Large fir
trees of centuries’ growth stood thickly over the ground, while the
mass of undergrowth was almost impenetrable. Those who first
examined the land found great difficulty threading their way
through the forest labyrinth. Soon after, a large force was employed
and the work of felling timber and clearing the land commenced in
earnest. Meantime the tract was carefully surveyed and
subsequently all the land was laid out into blocks and lots.4°

Government surveyors, who recorded the terrain and soil types, water
bodies, types of trees, and undergrowth in field notebooks and on sketch maps
as they traveled along every section line in 1851 and 1852, presented a more
precise description of the Sellwood-Moreland landscape. An 1851 surveyors’
map shows a “thick and brushy” stand of timber in the eastern section of the
neighborhood (sections 24 and 25 in Township 1 South, Range 1 East) near the
arcing bend in Johnson Creek. The area’s early Euroamerican travelers and
residents encountered a thick forest of Douglas fir, cedar, hickory, big leaf
maple, scattered hemlock, and occasional oak trees in drier areas. Surveyors

% Snyder, We Claimed This Land, 156-59; Sanborn Insurance Company, “Portland, Oregon" (Sellwood portion) map, 1925.
* Snyder, We Claimed This Land, 158.
“ «Sellwood,” Oregonian, 7 April 1887, pp. 2, 3.
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often used fir trees, two to three feet in diameter, as witness trees to measure
directional bearings. Except for a “burned over” area just south of Johnson
Creek, the undergrowth in the vicinity included vine maple, hazel, and briars.
Small stands of Oregon white oak occupied drier areas of the neighborhood.
Riparian vegetation, such as Oregon white ash, alder, black cottonwood, and
willow, covered the low-lying bottom lands along the Willamette River, as well as
Johnson Creek and Crystal Springs Creek.+!

Evidence of Euroamerican presence in the Sellwood-Westmoreland area
was a]ready visible on the land in 1851 and 1852. Surveyors’ field notes and

o e, maps depict a mill pond,
sz8l apparently created by

blocking a section of
Johnson Creek, near the
east end of Tacoma Street,
which, in turn, had made
swampy and brushy
conditions over a sizeable
area. to the north of the
pond, on land now
encompassing
Westmoreland Park A mill
race diverted water from
the Crystal Springs Creek
to the mill pond at George
Wills’ saw mill, just south
of the mill pond. A short
east-west “lumber road” (to
bring logs and, perhaps,
fuel to the saw mill for
steam-powered engines)
led to the Wills' mill from
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the “wagon road from
Milwaukie.” Another
“lumber road” led from the

° RS N e R R Db Bl Milwaukie Road to the
Wﬂlamette Rlver thus creatmg a four—way crossroads near the intersection of
present-day 17th and Sherrett or Clatsop streets.

The 1851 surveyors’ map of the neighborhood, shows the fenced fields
and homes of settlers: Edward Long and Alfred “Llewelyn” in the north, near
the bend in McLoughlin Boulevard; and George Wills, near the east end of
Tacoma and Umatilla streets. The homesteads of “Wm. Meek” and “H.
Llewelyn” were shown a short distance south of Ochoco Street, the
neighborhood’s southern boundary, in the area of the Waverley Golf Club.42

Despite these cultural features, the Sellwood-Westmoreland
neighborhood remained largely forested in 1851. An 1851 US Topographical

“! Surveyor General’s Office, “Field Notes of the Survey of Township 1 South, Range 1 East” (pertaining to sections 13, 14, 23, 24,
25 26), September 1851 and March 1852 (microfilm, Eileen G. Fitzsimons Collectlon)
Ibld (both surveyors’ map and field notes);
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Engineer’s map shows coniferous trees covered the area and, along with some
deciduous trees, were especially dense in the vicinity of Johnson and Crystal
Springs creeks and above and below the bluff to the east of the Willamette
River. 43 Euroamerican pioneer settlers with agrarian ambitions generally
deemed forested lands unattractive. The great majority of newcomers to Oregon
chose to establish their farms on easily cultivated grasslands and oak openings,
created by centuries of annual burnings by the Kalapuyas occupying the
Willamette Valley above the Willamette Falls. Before 1850, there were probably
less than a dozen farms staked out in anything close to dense forest since the
availability of prairie land at that time made forest clearing unnecessary.
Timber had little value then unless it stood close to the few small lumber mills,
such as the saw mill of George Wills.44

In fact, the stand of fir, hemlock, and cedar in the present-day Sellwood-
Moreland neighborhood did have considerable value since the sawmills of the
Wills family along Johnson Creek, just east of the neighborhood, and Lot
Whitcomb's mill near the mouth of Johnson Creek in Milwaukie, operated
nearby. These logging and saw milling operations also effectively cleared some
of the dense forests from the land and encouraged the establishment of
homesites and family farming, as well as commercial agriculture, especially
orcharding.

3 J.P. Hatch, “Map of the Proposed Site and Vicinity of an Ordnance Depot, Oregon,” no location, Pacific Division, Office of
Topographical Engineers, june 10, 1851,
“ Bowen, Willamette Valley, 60-62.
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(4) Agriculture

Euroamerican agricultural activities not far from the Sellwood-Moreland
neighborhood preceded the arrival of settlers there by nearly twenty-five years.
The Hudson's Bay Company (HBC) began experimenting with various
agricultural products in 1825 at Fort Vancouver. That year John McLoughlin
planted the first wheat. Twelve years later, the HBC's farm produced several
thousand bushels of wheat, oats, and barley, as well as peas, potatoes,
turnips, pumpkins, and other vegetables. In the mid-1830s, the company also
raised several head of beef cattle, hogs, horses, and sheep. McLoughlin also
started an orchard of fruit trees from seed. South of the Columbia in Oregon,
Joseph Gervais, a former trapper, acquired seedling apple trees from
McLoughlin and planted the first orchard in Oregon, in the Gervais area.*5

It was not until 1847, however, that the first grafted fruit trees were
planted in Oregon by, first, William Meek on the Willamette River near the
confluence of the Santiam, and, second, by Henderson Luelling, at the southern
end of the Sellwood-Westmoreland neighborhood. The Milwaukie, Waverley,
and Sellwood areas became the historical entrepot of orcharding and
horticulture in the Pacific Northwest. Much of the early agricultural history of
today's Sellwood-Westmoreland neighborhood grew out of the activities of the
Luelling & Meek Nursery and those individuals who worked with the partners
and successive nurseries. Joseph Lambert, who first worked at a lumber mill
in Milwaukie and then helped survey the Willamette Meridian, was employed by
the Luelling & Meek Nursery in 1853 and 1854, where he acquired an
introductory knowledge of the business.4 Lambert's father-in-law, Henry
Miller, and his son, Arthur Miller, also worked for the Luelling & Meek Nursery.
Around 1854, he began to take care of a two and one-half-acre apple orchard at
the top of the bluff overlooking the Willamette River bottoms (near the future
location of the Oaks Amusement Park). Their payment was in apples -- one-
third of each year's crop. They made from $600 to $800 each year from the sale
of their apples. In 1859 William Meek offered to sell Henry Miller his land and
fruit business, which, at that time, extended from the Waverley area in the
south to about Reedway Street in the north encompassing roughly 1,600 acres.
Unable to finance such a purchase alone, Miller convinced Joseph Lambert to
contribute to the venture. Together they paid Meek $500; Meek held the
mortgage for the balance of $24,075. The Lambert and Miller families then took
up residence in the former Luelling and Meek houses, respectively, located on
today's Waverley Golf Course.47

Unable to compete in the orchard business with California growers
(including Meek and John Luelling), in the early 1860s, Miller and Lambert
shifted their nursery business to the propagation of seeds, bulbs, and exotic
plants and-trees, which eventually thrived. Rare camellias, bamboo, and many
exotic trees and shrubs grew in greenhouses and around the Miller and
Lambert houses for years. By the mid-1860s, the partners were able to pay off

* William A. Slacum, “Document: Slacum’s Report on Oregon, 1836-37, Orggon Historical Quarterly 13: Z (June 1912), 185-91;
joseph Gaston , The C(.m‘ennm.’ History of Oregon, 1811-1912 (Chicago, IIl S.]J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1912), 539.

“ Dimon, "Twas Many Years Since, 18, 23; Oregon Daily Journal, 16 October 1947.
“" Dimon, ‘Twas Many Years Since, 18, 23-25,
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their debt to Meek. In June 1866, Miller and Lambert sold 321 acres to
Reverend John Sellwood. The Miller family kept the property lying north of
John Sellwood's (the area that later became the City View racetrack and
development). Henry Miller deeded another parcel (40 acres) north of the
Sellwood property to his eldest son, Arthur F. Miller, who lived for decades at
Nehalem Street and 16t Avenue. Henry Miller sold the remainder of his
acreage, which was that part of the Meek orchard that the Millers first tended,
to a Mr. Merlin of San Francisco. In the early 1870s, the Henry Miller family
moved to Portland, where they established a florist and nursery business. The
Joseph and Clementine Lambert family farmed a large parcel of land south of
Sellwood for many years (and eventually formed the Cambridge Land Company,
which platted the Cambridge subdivision in 1890 along Sellwood's southern
boundary).48

John Sellwood, the namesake of the Sellwood-Westmoreland
neighborhood, acquired the 321-acre parcel in the original Henderson Luelling
and William Meek donation land claims from Henry Miller and Joseph Lambert
in 1866. According to an 1887 issue of the Portland Oregonian, the
Panamanian government paid Episcopal priest John Sellwood $10,000 in
consideration of hardships and personal injuries he had suffered while crossing
the Isthmus of Panama on his way to the West Coast. John Sellwood, born in
1806 in the shire of Cornwall, England, came to the United States in 1833; he
graduated from Kenyon College near Cincinnati in 1837. After preaching in
churches in Quincy and Mendon, Illinois, and then Grahamville, South
Carolina, John Sellwood left New York City on a ship in the spring of 1856,
accompanied by his brother, Reverend James R.W. Sellwood, and his brother’s
family. The trip was uneventful until the party reached Panama on April 15th.
While the Sellwoods and other passengers waited to board a steamer bound for
San Francisco, a group of rioting Darien Indians attacked them, beating them
with clubs, ransacking baggage, and picking pockets. “Mr. Sellwood was shot
entirely through the body, his nose broken with a club, his face and hands
badly burned with powder, every cent of money taken from him, and he was
pushed to one side and left for dead.”®

The next morning, James Sellwood and his family, who avoided the
attack, found John Sellwood bleeding, bruised, and feeble. After several weeks,
he regained his strength, and continued his journey, following the rest of the
Sellwood family to San Francisco and then to Oregon. James Sellwood
immediately became the rector in Salem’s St. Paul’s Church. In 1857, John
Sellwood took care of Trinity Parish in Portland. Between 1861 and 1870, he
officiated at St. Stephen’s Chapel in Portland and the state penitentiary. John
and his brother were two of the earliest Episcopal ministers in Oregon. In the
early 1860s, Reverend John W. Sellwood assisted at St. John’s Church in
Milwaukie.50

* Ibid., 26-29.

® Belle J. Sellwood, “Oregon Churchman, 1892, transcribed by Howard E. Robinson, Archivist, Episcopal Diocese of Oregon, Lake
Oswego, Oregon.

* Ibid.;, Christopher J. Hainley, “The Sellwood Family and a History of Sellwood, Oregon: 1883-1920” (B.A. Senior Paper, Mount
Angel Seminary College, Mt. Angel, Oregon, May 1975), 3-23; Fred Lockley, “Observations and Impressions of the Journal Man,”
Oregon Journal, 29 May 1922; “Sellwood,” Oregonian, 7 April 1887
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Nine years later, John Sellwood bought 321 acres, the area which was to
become Sellwood, for roughly $12 an acre, as an investment. It is unclear
whether he ever lived on the property and, if so, probably was there only briefly
before moving to Milwaukie in 1869. Aside from already existing orchards that
Henry Miller first tended in the mid-1850s and that may have later been
planted by Miller and Joseph Lambert, Sellwood’s weakened condition,
following the Panama incident, most likely kept him from farming the land. It
seems that most of the Sellwood parcel remained in a “condition of nature” with
“unbroken forests and dense thickets [covering] the tract,” until after 1882,
when the land began to be developed. According to the April 7, 1887 issue of
the Oregonian, “not an ax had molested the wooded depths; not a spade or hoe
had disturbed the virgin soil.” Reverend John W. Sellwood passed away at his
residence in Milwaukie on August 27, 1892 at age 86.5!

Unlike John Sellwood, some property owners to the north of the Sellwood
acreage farmed the land in the 1860s and 1870s. P.J. Martin, who owned
many acres between the Willamette River (opposite Hardtack Island) and
Milwaukie Avenue, had a farm that produced “splendid apples,” according to
the Oregonian after receiving a boxfull of Winesap, Roxbury Russet, Yellow
Newton Pippin, and Pearmine in their office. Other sources mention the
existence of a large cherry orchard in the area of City View Park, around that
same time.52Martin, like Sellwood, apparently didn’t live on his Sellwood land
(but on the west side of the river), and was occupied, around that time, as a
wholesale liquor dealer. A man named Charles Keiser actually lived on the
farm in the late 1870s. In June 1882, P.J. Martin sold 178 acres of his land to
the City View Park Associations3

Also north of John Sellwood’s land and east of the Martin property,
William S. Ladd Estate Company operated Crystal Springs Farm, encompassing
about 500 acres. The Ladd farm, a stock breeding operation, included a
swampy meadow on both sides of meandering Crystal Springs Creek that had
earlier been the location of the J.G. Wilson dairy. Today the former Crystal
Springs Farm property takes in Westmoreland and Eastmoreland (separated by
the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks), the Eastmoreland Golf Course, and the
Reed College campus.

The names “Westmoreland” and “Eastmoreland” were not derived from
word “moreland,” a low-lying and marshy ground, but from J.C. Moreland, an
official of one of the real estate companies that developed some of the property
after the platting of Westmoreland in May 1909 and Eastmoreland in February
1910.54

3 “Sellwood," Oregonian, 7 April 1887

2 Hainley, "The Sellwood Family™ 35

3 Oregonian, 2 February 1877, Multnomah County Tax Association Book, Book 60, p 278 (Eileen Fitzsimons Collection); Portland
City Directory, Portland, Oreg.: R.L. Polk, 1878, 1879, 1881.

5“Snyder, Portland Names and Neighborhood 47-51., Sellwood-Moreland Bee, 4 October 1956
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(5) Transportation
(a) Roads

The Willamette River provided the primary means of transportation in the
early days of today’s Sellwood-Moreland neighborhood. Roads and trails were
little more than crude ruts winding between freshly cleared land, often
impassable due to mud and flooding in the winter and spring months. Since
Sellwood-Moreland, like most pioneer Willamette River communities, centered
on its own local agricultural and industrial activities, roads merely served to
connect these activities and their supporting buildings and residences to the
river and to other nearby embryonic communities. Milwaukie to the south,
Willsburg to the east, and the homesteads of the Luellings, Meek, and Long
were truly a series of river towns and homesteads. Surveyors’ maps and notes
of the area show a primitive east-west road linking the George and Jacob Wills
family sawmill, on Johnson Creek, near the east end of present-day Tenino
Street, to the Willamette River bluff near the west end of Nehalem. A north-
south road, crossing the Wills lumber road, carried animal and human traffic
through a dense forest of fir, hemlock, and cedar to the early Luelling and Meek
sawmill near the mouth of Johnson Creek at Milwaukie. From the late 1850s to
about 1870, a plank road passed just east of the neighborhood to Oregon City

and Silverton, then, eventually, on to Lebanon, Brownsville, Springfield, Cottage
Grove.55

The platting of townsites, beginning in 1882 with the Sellwood plat and
ending in 1909 with the Westmoreland plat, initiated the process of overlaying a
regular pattern of streets and rectangular blocks on the landscape. Within five
years, Umatilla Street, running east and west through the Sellwood subdivision
to the river’s edge, had become the “principal and improved thoroughfare” in
Sellwood.5¢ During Sellwood’s brief period as an incorporated city,
between1889 to 1893, the city passed numerous ordinances aimed at
improving and grading streets and also some of the sidewalks. By the early
1890s, at least two streets--Umatilla and Spokane streets, had been laid with
three-inch planks (reportedly, sawn at the sawmill at Willsburg).5” In the early
1900s, when the national Good Roads Movement aimed at upgrading roads,
especially for automobiles, focused everyone’s attention on the condition of
roads in their community, the Sellwood-Westmoreland neighborhood became
preoccupied with modernizing--hard surfacing-- their roads.

The construction of McLoughlin Boulevard (Highway 99 East) in the mid-
1930s, at the height of the Great Depression, helped extend the commuting
distance of Portland workers beyond Sellwood to Milwaukie and Oregon City
and, significantly, it effectively completed the segregation of

5 JP. Hatch, “Map of the Proposed Site and Vicinity of an Ordnance Depot,” Record Group 77, Drawer 144,Cartographic Division,
National Archives, Washington, D.C.; Robert Carlton Clark, History of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, Chicago: S.J. Clarke
Publishing Company, 1927, 482-83, 487, Oscar Osburn Winther, “The Roads and Transportation of Territorial Oregon,” Oregon
Historical Quarterly 41: 1 (March 1940), 40-43.

% “Sellwood,” Oregonian, 7 April 1887, 2.

1 “Sellwood as It Is,” Sellwood Bee, 23 December 1910; “History Notes,” Sellwood Bee, 17 December 1915 (Eileen Fitzsimons
Collection).
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Sellwood Bridge, mid-1920s
Photo courtesy of the Oregon Historical Society

Westmoreland from Eastmoreland already begun by the Oregon and California
Railway tracks (except for the Bybee Boulevard overpass). The widening of
McLoughlin Boulevard in the 1980s further hardened this separation. It also
brought about the demise of some of the shade trees in the area.

Northeast corner of SE Milwaukie and Bybee, c. 1952
Photo courtesy of Dick Gustafson and SMILE
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(b) Ferries and Steamboats

The topography along the river where Sellwood now stands preordained
the towns early connection with Willamette River traffic. A low-lying riverbank
invited river steamers to bow-in to the bank and lower their gangplanks. A
higher bluff within feet of the river bank promised protection from annual river
floods. Before rails were laid up the east side of the river, steamboats carried
cargo and passengers as far up river as Oregon City where they were portaged
around the falls to other riverboats waiting to continue up river. It would
appear, in fact, that as early as 1851 a road throughout what became Sellwood
terminated at the river suggesting a riverboat stop.58 Sellwood's relationship
with the river continued throughout its evolution. According to the Polk city
directories, Sellwood residents included a disproportionately large number of
riverboat captains, engineers, mates and deckhands5®

As early as 1848 the number of settlers along both sides of the
Willamette River warranted frequent travel across the river. Israel Mitchell
established a horse-powered ferry in that year. In 1852 the horse was replaced
by a steam engine which powered the Stark Street Ferry operated by J.B.
Stevens until 1895. In later years ferries operated at Sellwood, upper Albina
and St Johns Landing. In 1882 the Sellwood Real Estate Company also
established a ferry crossing the Willamette. By 1892 the Sellwood Co-
operative Ferry Company was providing transport across the river. M.A.
Hackett was president of the company; NW Hackett was captain of the boat as
well as its engineer.6°

The Sellwood Ferry, owned and operated by Multnhomah County, was
christened John F. Caples and launched in September of 1904.51 The boat cost

% Map, 1851, U.S. Survey by Butler Ives. [FROM: ‘TWAS MANY YEARS SINCE)
» Charles Yarneberg (1885) riverboat captain
Morgan G. Monroe (1885) riverboat captain
Edward Spencer (1885) riverboat captain
Andrew Sandstrom (1886), deckhand on the City of Sellwood
Edward Spencer, (1886), riverboat captain
Charles Yarneberg (1886), captain, City of Sellwood
John W. Exon (1888), captain, Isabel
James N. Fisher (1888}, captain City of Sellwood
Reuben Pierce (1888), deckhand, Isabel
Andrew Sandstroem (1888), mate, City of Sellwood
Henry Topel (1888), engineer Isabel
Albert J. Fellows, (1889), engineer, City of Sellwood
James M. Fischer (1889), captain and purser, City of Sellwood
Frank Briggs (1890), captain City of Salem
James N. Fisher (1890), river pilot
Solomon Martin, (1890), mate Volunteer
William P. Short (1890}, captain Three Sisters
William H. Turpin {1890), engineer, City of Salem
Thompson Maurice (1891), engineer Sellwood Ferry
Lew Weatherford, (1891) engineer Volunteer
Nathan W. Hackett, *1892), engineer Sellwood Ferry
Wiliam P. Short (1892), steamboat captain.

® Polk City Directory, 1892

¢! The Sellwood Ferry traversed the river for twenty-one years, ending its service in December of 1925, a victim of the newly
completed Sellwood Bridge.
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$15,000, and was captained by W.F. Hedges. It provided transportation for
freight wagon traffic, including both local wagons as well as wagons bound for
Portland from Multnomah and Clackamas counties. The boat ran from 6:45
a.m. until 7:15 p.m. with the number of trips regulated by the amount of traffic
appearing at the landings. On the west side the White House Road was used
for access to the ferry; on the east side a planked incline led down to the
approach from Spokane Street.62 The Caples continued operation until 1925,
when the Sellwood Bridge joined the east and west sides of the river.

Sellwood Ferry. Steam-powered with a wood-fired boiler.

Wood provided by the East Side Lumber Mill, Sellwood
Photo courtesy of SMILE

The last ferry running was the St Johns ferry which plied the river until
1931 when its deep-throated diesel engine succumbed to the cacophony of
automobile tires crossing the eight Portland bridges then spanning the
Willamette.63

% Oregonian, 23 July 1904, 10; Oregonian, 23 September 1904, 2
® Sharon Wood and Jay Dee Alley, The Portiand Bridge Book, (Portland, Oreg,: The Oregon Historical Society, 1989)
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Sellwood ferry at Sellwood boarding ramp next to the East
Side Lumber Mill. Lumber mill sawdust is loaded in docked
barge; log raft to the right is also property of East Side
Lumber Mill. photo courtesy of SMILE
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(c) Trains and the Interurban

By 1893 Sellwood was connected by electric interurban with Portland to
the west and Oregon City to the south. The genesis of this was an electric
interurban line, completed in 1888, which originated in downtown Portland,
crossed the Willamette River on the Madison Bridge (later to be replaced by the
Hawthorne Bridge) and ended in Albina. A little over four years later, the East
Side Railway Company was able to boast of fifteen miles of electric railway.s4
Commencing in Portland the electrics crossed the Madison Street bridge and
traveled one-half mile east of the Willamette River to connect with a steam
dummy line which went out toward Mt. Tabor and Mt. Scott. The electrics then
turned south. At the Clackamas River they sent a short branch off to the
Chautauqua grounds in Gladstone, then continued south to Oregon City.55
That line's first run, on February 16, 1893, was made with the new electric car
"Helen".66
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Map courtesy of Oregon Historical Society

The electricity making this quieter, smoother, smoke-free commute
possible was generated at both ends of the run: At the Portland end electricity
was produced by the steam plant at Fulton, built by the Metropolitan Railway.
At the Oregon City end the generators of a newly built power plant were driven
by the river current near the Willamette Falls. Trains left both terminals
(Portland and Oregon City) every hour on the hour all day long. A one-way trip
took approximately 40 minutes. By comparison, the same one-way journey by

# The East Side Railway Company was incorporated on May 14, 1891, by George W. Brown, E.L. Long and A W. Powers with a
capital of $250,000. John T. Labbe, Fares, Please! Those Portland Trolley Years, (Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 1980).
% Randall V. Mills, Railroads Down the Valley, (Palo Alto, Calif.: Pacific Books, 1950).
66 75;

Ibid
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one of the steamboats operated by Oregon City Transportation Company took
approximately two hours.67

In 1893, shortly after its founding, the East Side Railway went into
receivership. Just as the national economy slumped in the mid-1890s, one of
the electric cars took a none-too-symbolic plunge off the Madison Street Bridge
into the Willamette River at 6:45 on the foggy morning of November 1st. The
bridge had been opened for passing river traffic. According to reports, the fog-
wet rails failed to provide sufficient traction to enable the car Inez to be
stopped.®® Seven of the twenty passengers were killed. The resulting lawsuits
coupled with the national recession drained the operating capital of the
company, forcing it to seek protection from creditors.69

The company continued operating the line during the period of
receivership; however, the line fell into serious disrepair: "Its roadbed, not Very
solid to start with, slowly went to pieces; its cars became shabby; its motors
sparked and sputtered."7°

In 1901 the line was reorganized under new owners who named it the
Portland City and Oregon Railway. The following year it was acquired by yet
new owners who renamed it the Oregon Water Power and Railway company
(OWPR). OWPR built a new line between the river and the bluffs which hugged
the shelf along the river stretching from Hawthorne Avenue to Sellwood. Near
Sellwood the line climbed through an opening in the bluff and reached the old
Oregon City line; from there it went eastward toward Gresham and the
Clackamas River. At Golf Junction a switch was installed and Oregon City cars
ran on the new line into Portland, leaving Sellwood and Brooklyn to be served
by a shuttle suburban service.?!

The early 1900s witnessed great railway expansion in and around the
Portland area and across the United States generally. The Oregon Electric
Railway had electric trains going to Salem and then pushing on south to
Eugene. Oregon Electric Railway was purchased by Great Northern Railway, a
company owned by Jim Hill. Southern Pacific responded to the Great Northern
acquisition by electrifying its old Oregon and California tracks on the west side
of the Willamette River. In 1906 the Portland Railway, Light and Power
Company bought both the fixed and rolling stock of the numerous streetcar
companies serving Portland (including the power plants) and placed them under
a single ownership umbrella. The company's acquisitions included the recently
built Mt. Hood Railway, the Oregon Water Power interurban lines, as well as the
line to Bull Run. On the east side of the Willamette River, the Portland
Railway, Light and Power Company was without competition.”2 It ran down the
east side of the river through the foothills of Mt. Hood to Troutdale, Gresham,
Bull Run, and Estacada.

" Mills, Railroads Down the Valley

® Daily Oregonian, November, 1893,

®Labbe, John T., Fares, Please! Those Portland Trolley Years, (Caldwell, Idaho: The Caston Printers, Ltd., 1980).
™Randall, Railroads Down the Valley, p.75

" Sellwood service included Car 1500, the funeral car, which provided service to the crematorium in Sellwood at southeast
Thirteenth and Bybee. Labbe, Fares Please!

™ The Sunday Oregonian, 17 December 1950, 14
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PRL&P also served Oregon
¢ City where connections
could be made for Mollala

and Mt. Angel on the
Willamette Valley Southern
interurban. By 1950 the
only surviving line was the
Oregon City line.?3

On Saturday, 25
January 1958, after
protracted negotiations with
the State Public Utilities
Commissioner, Howard
Morgan, the Portland
Traction Company (the final

n 13th Street at Tacoma. c. 1940s. photo courtesy of SMILE
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inheritor of the east side runs) ignored the commissioner's order to continue
service, and suddenly ceased operations of the Oregon City and Bellrose lines.74

On two prior
occasions the company had
sought permission to
discontinue these lines,
including one appeal to the
state Circuit Court. In fact,
in 1957 five days of
hearings were conducted
before the state Public
Utilities Commission as the
result of Portland Traction
Company's request to
discontinue operating its
Oregon City and Bellrose
passenger runs.

S. Photo courtesy of SMILE

SRR T

Those hearings culminated in a 70-page decision by Commissioner
Morgan denying the company's request to discontinue the two lines. (It should
be noted that the PUC order did permit the Portland Traction Company to
discontinue sixteen daily trips on the Oregon City line and two daily trips on the
Bellrose line. However, the commission refused to permit the company to
completely abandon the line.)7s

7 Sunday Oregonian, 17 December 1950, 14
™ Oregon Daily Journal, 26 January 1958, 1
™ Oregon Daily Journal,26 January 1958, 1
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At the time of the sudden cessation of operations in January of 1958, the
company, under the leadership of Superintendent P.A. Adams, employed
twenty-six persons who were directly involved in operating the two lines (fifteen
car operators and eleven mechanical and clerical workers).76

Portland Traction Company (PTC) claimed it was losing approximately
$11,000 per year. Additionally, during the hearings before the PUC, PTC
claimed an out-of-pocket loss of $119,290 in the ten months of 1957.
However, Commissioner Morgan questioned the accuracy of these figures. He
also claimed that the company had taken steps to intentionally make the run
unprofitable in order to justify its abandonment. As evidence of his assertion,
Commissioner Morgan cited the company's failure to object to the City of
Portland when the company's use of the Hawthorne Bridge was disrupted.
Morgan also noted that the company paid out $3,805,000 in dividends to its
parent holding company and had averaged a twenty percent return on its
investment between 1950 and January of 1958.77

It is interesting to note that between 1887 and 1914, Portland granted
191 franchises, half of which went to railroads with no payment made to the
city. By 1914 the Portland Railway Light and Power Company received forty-
three separate franchises as the result of mergers and acquisitions and became
a $15 million holding company, a monopoly which, according to the American
Banker, May 28, 1910, was liable to antitrust action under the Sherman Act.”8

”° Ibid.
""" Oregon Daily Journal, 26 January 1959, 2
™ MacCall, Kimbark E., The Shaping of a City: 1885 - 1915, (Portland, Oregon: The Georgian Press Company, 1976).
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(d)  Bridges

It was a full forty years after the platting of the area now known as
Sellwood before a bridge finally spanned the Willamette River connecting it with
Portland. Completed in 1925, the Sellwood Bridge was the second Portland-
area Willamette River vehicle bridge that was not a draw bridge (it was preceded
by the 1922 construction of the Oregon City bridge).”®

The construction of bridges spanning the Willamette River began when
the Willamette Iron Bridge Company constructed the first.8° A toll bridge, it was
completed on April 12, 1887, and terminated at the foot of Morrison Street in
Portland. It was followed a year later (1888) by the construction of the Steel
Bridge. These two bridges made residence on the east side of the Willamette
River geographically convenient and financially feasible.8!

The Sellwood Bridge was designed by Gustav Lindenthal and constructed
by Gilpin Construction Company of Portland. Gustav Lindenthal served as
New York’s commissioner of bridges and designed several east coast bridges
including the East River’s Hell Gate arch. (Gustav Lindenthal also designed the
Burnside and Ross Island bridges in Portland.)

Situated 16.5 river miles up-stream from the Willamette confluence with
the Columbia River the bridge arches 75 feet above the river and has a span
length of 300 feet (the entire bridge, including approaches, measures 1,092 feet
overall). It cost $541,000 to build it. It cost an additional $950,000 for a 1980
reconstruction.82

"™ Sharon Wood and Jay Dee Alley, The Portland Bridge Book, (Portland, Oregon: The Oregon Historical Society, 1989).
¥ Principals of the Willamette Iron Bridge Company included William Beck, a Portland gunsmith and justice of the peace, Rufus
Mallory, Charles Wibert, C.F. Swigert, and John W. Brazee., Ibid, Wood, xvi.
81 Ibid
& Ibid
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(6) Commercial Development

Natural resources played a major role in the commercial development of
Sellwood. Nearby timber invited saw milling, and furniture making; streams
invited water-powered milling operations; the river invited the movement of
resources in and goods out; and inexpensive land for home construction invited
an affordable labor base. Wool milling saw companies such as Portland Woolen
Mills, Multnomah Mohair, and Oregon Worsted select Sellwood so they could
tap the available hydropower to run their machinery. Lumber-related
businesses such as Shindler Furniture, and Sorensen and Young (later known
as East Side) were attracted by river (and later rail) transport of their product.
And, as the activity increased on the east side of the river, the population grew,
resulting in an expanding commercial infrastructure such as retailing, human
transportation, and home building.

Portland Woolen Mills was an initial wool industry mill to locate in
Sellwood. With its relocation to St Johns after a 1904 fire destroyed its plant,
Ross Wool Scouring and Manufacturing Company purchased the 18-acre site
near the junction of Johnson and Crystal Springs creeks for $9,000. According
to a local newspaper, the Ross company was scheduled to open on December 1,
1906, with forty employees.82 In November of 1905, Ross laid the foundation
for its mill. It was to be the largest wool-scouring plant north of San Francisco.
Laid out in an "L" shape, it was to measure 208 by 155 feet and 173 by 45 feet.
A stand-by flume brought water from Johnson Creek to supplement the steam
power. All together an estimated $50,000 was invested in the property. But,
the equipment was never installed. What equipment did arrive was stored in a
building near the Multnomah Mohair Company. The Multnomah Mohair
Company subsequently purchased the Ross property and, Multnomah was in
turned purchased by the Oregon Worsted Company in 1918. In one of the
buildings employees of Multnomah discovered the equipment which had been
shipped to the Ross company. It was still crated.84 The Oregon Daily Journal
reported on March 14, 1907, that Ross was managing the "Sellwood Woolen
Mills"; however, the accuracy of the story is problematic since the only other
woolen mill in Sellwood was the Portland Woolen Mill.85

The Multnomah Mohair Mills was located on 8 acres at the eastern
terminus of Umatilla avenue and had a railway connection to Southern Pacific
Railway. James Coulton, the superintendent of the mill had learned the
business in mills in both England and New England. The mill occupied 40,000
square feet of floor space and operated 80 weaving looms. Its building was
brick with a 12 inch cement foundation. Embedded in the cement were heavy
wooden stringers upon which was constructed a plank floor three inches thick
and over that was laid a floor of dressed one inch boards -- all to eliminate
vibration as much as possible. A 200 horsepower engine was installed in a
fireproof engine house. The engine powered a generator which provided lighting
to the mill and supplied electricity to the single motor attached to each of the

8 Sellwood Bee, October 1906
¥ "Oregon Wool-Scouring Plants of the Early 1900s", Oregon Historical Quarterly 51 (March 1950), 43-52
% QOregon Daily Journal, 14 March 1907
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looms.8 All of this very detailed information was reported in the April 15, 1910,
Sellwood Bee. However, the May 23, 1913, Sellwood Bee reported the closing
of the plant with the loss of 150 jobs.

The Oregon Worsted Company was managed by Roy T. Bishop who had
come to Sellwood from the Pendleton Woolen Mills. Capitalized at $300,000, it
was doing a business of approximately $35,000 per month.87

Even before the wool
industry discovered Sellwood,
Shindler and Chadbourne
Furniture Makers was making use
of the hydropower of the creeks in
the area. The company was
reported in the August 28, 1879,
Oregonian to be manufacturing at
a factory in Willsburg. It
occupied a main building two and
one-half stories high measuring
sixty by eighty-nine feet with a 40
x 50 foot "L".

| East Side Lumber Mill, looking south, c. 1925. photo courtesy of SMILE

T A S T SR R el Py

Shindler started business in Portland in 1857 as a member of the firm
Hurgen and Shindler at the corner of 1st and Salmon. In 1877 he formed a
partnership with F. S. Chadbourne, a San Francisco furniture manufacturer

and dealer, and commenced the Willsburg manufacturing operation shortly
thereafter.

Lumber milling played a major role in decades to come for Sellwood. The
East Side Mill and Lumber Company was in full operation in the early 1900s,
having expanded on the earlier operations of Sorenseon & Young. In 1903 the
mill employed 165 men.88In fact, in August of 1908 the mill purchased an
additional nine acres for $35,000 to expand its facilities.8® Its products
included more than milled boards. In the words of its manager, Anton A.
"Tony" Lausmann, it was an early day "conglomerate."

We had the Oregon Door Company which was a mill
work company. My brother Joe was the head of that although
the controlling stock was held by the Millers. There was also
the East Side Box Company that cut mostly hemlock and
made fruit packing boxes. The box line was an all inclusive
line. They built boxes for apples and citrus fruits, cantaloupe
and lettuce crates, tomato flats -- they made the whole works
on the east side of the river. That mill furnished the slabs

¥ Sellwood Bee, 15 April 1910, 1
 Oregonian, | June 1919, 15

® Sellwood Bee, 20 April 1910, 1
¥ Oregonian, 30 August 1908, 8
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that were used to run the boiler on the ferry that docked at
Sellwood. The boat landing was about one block from our
mill. The boat crossed the Willamette River from Sellwood to
connect with the highway on the west bank.

"The box company and the Oregon Door Company were
where the Sellwood Bridge was to be built later. In order to
get the bridge at that point, they surveyed the spot to set the
pillars. The pillars had to go right through the roof of the
building."90

Although lumber was not the only industry at the foundation of the
Sellwood economy, it certainly played a strong and visible supporting role

through much of the nineteenth and first half of the twentieth century.

The East Side Lumber Mill spread
across much of what is today the
Sellwood bank of the Willamette
River. Although most of the
structural evidence of the mill is
gone, some cement footings can
still be found. In fact, at the time
of the construction of the Sellwood
Bridge, one of the bridge supports
was placed squarely through the
roof of one of the mill buildings.
From the present-day
condominiums south of the
Sellwood Bridge stretching north
along the bank beyond what is
today a river-front municipal part,
the mill provided not only milled
lumber but boxing crates, as well
as fuel for the wood-fired, steam-
engine powered ferry which
provided transport across the river
at Sellwood. The aerial
photograph, left, was taken on July 24, 1948, and provides graphic evidence of
the lumber milling activities along the Willamette River in this area -- activities
which continued into the 1950s. The log rafts along both east and west banks
of the river as well as those floating adjacent to Ross Island is timber waiting to
be processed. The East Side Lumber Mill itself continued to operate until 1937
when a second fire severely damaged its facilities, and a decision was made to
not rebuild.

Although lumber, wool milling, and transportation were certainly
cornerstones of Sellwood's commercial history, they certainly are not the
complete picture. The Coast Cement Company constructed new sand and

% Bert Webber, Swivel-Chair Logger: The Life and Work of Anton A. "Tony” Lausmann,
(Fairfield, Wash.: Greenway Press 1976).
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gravel docks at the foot of Linn Street making gravel available for street
improvements as well as home construction.®! The Kibbe-Welton Paving
Company played an instrumental role in the paving of streets not only in
Sellwood, but throughout the Portland area.®2 The Sellwood Laundry Company,
which was located at the corner of 13t and Tacoma in 1910, opened a new two-
story, wood-frame building (50' x 75') complete with a sixty-horsepower steam
engine having a 120 horsepower boiler.?3 By 1956 the business had evolved
into the Peerless Laundry, which had a $200,000 plant, with fifteen delivery
trucks, fifty employees and a $70,000 annual payroll.4 An overview of
Sellwood business history would be incomplete without mention being made of
the institution that chronicled that history: The Sellwood Bee. First published
on October 6, 1906, by its publisher, Charles Ballard, The Bee was sold a year
later to Charles Price, and, again, in 1908 to C.M. Thompson who settled in to
run the paper for thirty-seven years. In 1945 Thompson sold to Mr. and Mrs.
H.D. Reeves from whom Howard Hilson purchased it in 1947.95

The Portland area experienced more economic and population growth as
well as residential and commercial construction in the decade up to 1914 than
it had ever seen. It became one of the country's leading exporters of both
Iumber and wheat. Consequently the war in Europe which erupted into the
First World War resulted in Portland's exports dropping by 77% from 1915 to
1916: lumber exports declined 63%; grain exports plunged by 82%.¢

The large population growth of the early 1900s also precipitated the
founding of a business which would become a Sellwood landmark: The Bank of
Sellwood. Founded by Peter Hume, it opened its doors for business on January
21, 1907. Hume has come to Oregon in 1862 by way of the Isthmus of
Panama. Settling in Brownsville in 1887, he opened a bank. Hume was
persuaded by several Sellwood residents®? to spearhead and run a bank in
Sellwood. It remained a private financial institution for several years with
ownership passing from Peter Hume to Lewis H. and Alice Hume Alexander
(daughter and son-in-law of Peter Hume). The Alexanders sold it to Trans-
America in 1938 and it later became an affiliate of First National. Alice Hume
Alexander had been a director of the bank for several years before retiring.°8

Along with sawmills came shingle mills, machine shops, foundries to
produce equipment for mills, logging camps and docks. Between 1898 and
1914, Oregon tripled production of timber as a result of extensive
mechanization of production methods, new machinery, and planning and
integration of sawmills and the extension of steam railroads into remote logging
camps

*! Sellwood Bee, 17 June 1910,

%2 Seltwood Bee, 7 August 1912

% Seltwood Bee, 20 May 1910

* Seltwood-Moreland Bee, 4 October 1956.

% Seltwood Bee, 4 October 1956

% MacColl, The Growth of a City, 49

9 M. Curtis, principal of the Sellwood School; D:M. Donaugh, attorney; J.M. Nickum, of Nickum Sand and Gravel Co; J.W.
Campbell, Campbell Grocery Store; Theodore Nolf, a grocer and A.P. Morris.

8 Sellwood Bee, 4 October 1950.
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(7) Urban Development

The suburban development of Sellwood-Westmoreland effectively began
with the platting of the first of the neighborhood’s subdivisions--Sellwood.
(Willsburg, located just to the east of Selliwood-Westmoreland, was platted in
1870.) The Sellwood Real Estate Company was organized and incorporated on
May 28, 1882, by Henry L. Pittock who owned the Oregonian, F. O. McCown
and C.P. Church. The company bought all of Reverend John Sellwood’s 321
acres--then in a “condition of nature”--for $32,000, sixteen years after Sellwood
had purchased the same acreage for $5,400.9° The original boundaries of the
Sellwood plat were Miller Street (on the north), 19th Avenue (on the east),
Ochoco (on the south), and the Willamette River (on the west). T.W. Wood, the
company’s apparent representative, laid out the townsite and began selling 50 x
100’ lots for $125 to $200 each. The plat included 112 numbered blocks and
25 lettered blocks, fronting along the Willamette River. Wood hoped that
Sellwood would attract mechanics and skilled workers and envisioned Sellwood
as a thriving small city.100

Five years after the townsite’s founding, the town had 500 residents and
the Portland Oregonian reported:

Unbroken forests and dense thickets covered the tract [in
1882.] Large fir trees of centuries’ growth stood thickly over the
ground while the mass of undergrowth was almost

impenetrable. . . . Soon after, a large force was employed and
the work of felling timber and clearing the land commenced in
earnest. Meantime, the tract was carefully surveyed and
subsequently all the land was laid into blocks and lots. Full one-
half of the entire townsite has been cleared or partially cleared of
timber. Several of the principle streets have been opened. This sale
and improvements have gone steadily forward until at present there
is one of the most thriving, industrious and prosperous little
communities in the country. All the buildings, with scarcely an
exception, are neat and substantially constructed. Most of the
dwellings are pretty little cottages of handsome architectural design
and finish, generally surrounded by well-kept and orderly planned
flower and vegetable gardens. Over the entire community hangs the
atmosphere of comfort, thrift, good taste and order.10!

The platting of other sections of today’s Sellwood-Moreland neighborhood
similarly encouraged their development. In 1882 two other smaller
subdivisions were platted: P.J. Martin’s tract and the diminutive, four-block
Midway tract, both in the northern reaches of the neighborhood. Over the next
forty-five years, more than fifteen subdivisions were platted in today’s Sellwood-
Moreland neighborhood.192 The following is a partial list of those subdivisions.

% «Sellwood,” Oregonian, T April 1887, 2.

1% Hainley, “The Sellwood Family,” 57; “Rev. Sellwood’s Farm Sold to Make Way for New Town,” Sellwood Bee, 4 October 1956;
Dick Matthews, “Walking Tour guide Map of Old Sellwood,” Sellwood, Oreg.: Sellwood-Moreland Bee, c.1979..

10 «gellwood,” Oregonian, 7 April 1887, 2, 3.

192 Historical notes in Eileen Fitzsimons Collection.
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The clustering of retail businesses in Sellwood had economic origins.
Early in most communities’ histories, commercial, industrial, transportation
facilities, and residential uses were not segregated on the basis of land uses.
However, buildings and structures related to certain functions and activities
often clustered together because of the frequent interaction between them and
the availability of transportation links between them. Mills, for example, often
stood near riverboat features (docks, wharves, warehouses) and, later, railroad
depots and warehouses. Similarly, commercial buildings tended to congregate
near riverfronts.193 The oldest homes stood on lots large enough to
accommodate barns and other outbuildings, as well as various animals and a
garden. New modes and locations of transportation shifted clusters of
activities.

The arrival of the East Side
Railway Company’s electric-
powered streetcars in Sellwood in
1892 had a profound impact on
residential and commercial
development of every city across
the country, including Portland.
Streetcar arteries brought about
suburban development along

tentacles extending outward
from the downtown, and it
linked separate neighborhood
communities to each other.

The streetcar also : : f o
reoriented the location of e :
retail goods and services in |
Seliwood. Gradually the '- -
small retail district shifted away from Umatilla Street, which extended from the
riverfront eastward, to 13th Street, the north-south route of the interurban line.
The 1909 and 1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps of Sellwood
graphically illustrate this migration of the retail center, which had began after
the arrival of the interurban in 1882. In 1909 roughly twenty businesses, many
of which occupied front additions to dwellings, lined Umatilla at 13th Avenue.
Approximately thirty businesses were scattered along 13th Avenue between
Tenino and Spokane streets. A few businesses were scattered along 19th
Avenue at Tacoma. There were none on 17th Avenue. Fifteen years later, retail
activity had clearly shifted to 13th Avenue, where roughly seventy-five

198 «History Notes,” Sellwood Bee, 17 December 1915.
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businesses lined that street between Harney Street (on the south) and Malden
Street (on the north). Roughly the same number of businesses (twenty)
remained on Umatilla, but now they were a much smaller percentage of the
total number of retail stores. About thirty shops were scattered along 17th
Avenue between Clatsop Street (on the south) and Nehale.104 A few businesses
were located on Milwaukie Avenue near Bybee.

Oregon Tea and Coffee Co., 1910. Photo courtesy of SMILE i

A massive migration of people to cities from rural farmsteads and from
other countries, swelled urban populations throughout the country from the
late 1800s into the early twentieth century. The population of Portland and
neighboring towns grew considerably in the 1880s and early 1890s. The
emerging presence and prosperity of the wood products industries attracted
newcomers from the East and upper Midwest, where decades of logging had
depleted the supply of timber, as well as central and eastern European
countries. Immigrants from Italy, Greece, Poland, Russia, Croatia, Sweden, and
Norway contributed substantially to the city’s and neighborhood’s growth.

Some of these newcomers found employment in the lumber industry.

European immigrants tended to settle together, creating distinctive
ethnic communities with their own fraternal organizations, schools, churches,
stores, and other supporting services. Evidence of this can be found in the
German Lutheran Church on Lambert Street and the German Methodist
Church.

1% Sanborn Insurance Company, “Portland, Oregon (Sellood portion) map,” 1909 & 1925.
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The 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition on Guilds Lake in Northwest
Portland and the opening of Oaks Amusement Park in Sellwood that same year,
initiated a second wave of growth and suburban development. A celebratory
early January 1907 Sellwood Bee reported on the neighborhood’s past progress
and its promise in the new year. ‘More new graded and graveled streets, more
improvements, generally, new factories, and kindred features in the march of
progress are due for this suburb in 1907 than in many years past.” Such great
growth would occur, predicted the Bee, due to the phenomenal growth in all
sections of Portland, as well as the street improvements underway in Sellwood
and the promotional work of the Sellwood Board of Trade. Sellwood, which the
Bee confidently claimed was the “queen of Portland’s suburbs,” was the “logical
and stragetical [sic] point for factories and manufacturing plants. . . . No
suburb of the city has shown more rapid growth within the last few months
than Sellwood.”105

The platting of Westmoreland in May 1909 exemplified the rapid growth
that took place in the Sellwood area after the Lewis and Clark Exposition.
Westmoreland encompassed roughly thirty rectangular blocks. It was situated
north of the much earlier Sellwood plat and west of Crystal Springs Creek and
the Southern Pacific Railway tracks. The Westmoreland subdivision enveloped
the real estate holdings of the Ladd Estate Company (as well as Eastmoreland,
east of the Southern Pacific tracks). Westmoreland (and Eastmoreland) derived
its name from J.C. Moreland, an official in one of the real estate companies
that developed some of the property. Moreland was a prominent county judge
as well as a successful real estate developer.

Westmoreland developed as a pleasant neighborhood of smaller houses
with well-kept yards. The growth of Westmoreland benefited from the close
proximity of the streetcar line which ran down Milwaukie Avenue along its
western borer. Westmoreland's commercial district grew up along Milwaukie
near its interesection with Bybee Boulevard.

Building activity in Sellwood-Moreland reflected the general pattern in
Portland. Construction boomed between 1908 and 1912, then dropped to a low
point in 1917, as the US became engaged in the Great War. Following World
War I, residential development activity gradually recovered, and reached a new
peak in 1925. Thousands of new homes were built on vacant lots in older
neighborhoods, like Sellwood, and especially in newly platted subdivisions,
such as nearby Eastmoreland. In Portland as a whole, an average of 3,400 new
houses were built a year between 1921 and 1925 in neighborhoods between two
and a half and five miles from the downtown and accessible by streetcar.
Hundreds of new apartment buildings and duplexes were also constructed
during the mid-1920s within a two-mile radius of the Burnside Bridge;
relatively few appeared in the Sellwood-Moreland neighborhood. Building
activity started to slowly decline in 1927, then plummeted to a new low in 1934
at the height of the Great Depression. 106

105 cyralcome 19077 and “The Onward March of Sellwood,” Sellwood Bee, 5 January 1907, 3 (Eileen Fitzsimons Collection).
1% Carl Abbot, "The Everday City: Portland's Changing Neighborhood," in Portland's Changing Landscape, ed. Larry W. Price,
Portland, Oreg.: Portland State University, 1987, 75-77; Bureau of Planning, “Draft Portland Historical Context Statement,” 62-63.

46




HISTORIC OVERVIEW

During the first phase of growth from 1908 to 1912, characteristic large
undeveloped spaces between homes and businesses began to fill in.
Agricultural land uses had all but disappeared from the landscape. New
residences were raised throughout Sellwood; by 1909 houses and associated
outbuildings occupied roughly two-thirds of all building lots in this subdivision.
Even before World War I, economic segregation was visible in residential
development. Larger homes became concentrated on hilltops and bluffs, along
13th Avenue and Sellwood Boulevard, with views of the Willamette River,
considered choice locations for dwellings. The more modest homes of trades
people and industrial workers tended to be built nearer the mills and the
commercial district, centering around 13th and Umatilla. The 1909 Sanborn
Fire Insurance map of Sellwood indicates that house forms were irregular in
shape, suggesting that vernacular farmhouses and Queen Anne styles
prevailed. Apartments and duplexes were rare. Small one-story outhouses
stood at the rear of the majority of residential lots. A few stables and barns
were scattered around the neighborhood; garages were nearly nonexistent. 107

After World War I, the affordability and consequent popularization of the
automobile, along with the construction of good roads, further encouraged the
neighborhood’s growth and development, which peaked in the mid-1920s. The
automobile and new hard-surface concrete roads that became increasingly
common in the 1920s, greatly influenced the morphology of growth.

The automobile for the first time gave workers the flexibility to live away
from their place of employment and outside corridors of public transportation.
The car and Portland’s early privately owned buses, which came into service in
1915, gradually encouraged the development of large areas between streetcar
corridors. Automobiles were accepted for recreational outings before they were
routinely used for daily commuting to work. However, streetcar use began to
decline in Portland after 1926. The in-fill of residences several blocks back
from the streetcar line on 13th Avenue occurred throughout the Sellwood-
Westmoreland neighborhood. 108

The automobile also changed residential and commercial building types
and forms. For the first time, a few duplexes and apartments made their
appearance in Sellwood-Moreland. Gasoline filling stations (at first, little more
than a single pump outside a retail store) appeared on several corners, and full-
service commercial garages became a ubiquitous feature on the community
landscape, occupying large buildings on 13t, 17t and Milwaukie avenues.
Small detached buildings to house the family automobile--the garage-- began to
appear in middle-income neighborhoods, such as Sellwood-Moreland, along
with driveways, by the mid-1920s and replaced other types of outbuildings--
storage sheds, small barns, and outhouses. A 1925 Sanborn Insurance
Company map of Sellwood shows that garages stood in the rear of more than
half of all residential lots in Sellwood-Moreland. Barns, stables, and outhouses
had almost completely disappeared. (After the mid-1920s, garages began to
move from the back of the house lot to the side of the house. Following World

17 Sanborn Insurance Company, “Portland, Oregon (Sellwood portion),” 1909.

% portland Bureau of Planning, “Draft Fortland Historical Context Statement,” 49-51.
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War I, the car became part of the family when the garage became a
conspicuous part of the house design.) In 1925 there were, in fact, few visible
remains of Sellwood’s horse-powered agricultural past; only a single blacksmith
shop and a hay and feed warehouse stood on 17th Avenue near Clatsop

Street. 109

Local builders and carpenters constructed many of the residential and
commercial buildings in most Portland neighborhoods, including Sellwood-
Westmoreland. Since capital for building was usually limited and the plans for
many popular architectural styles were readily available in house pattern
books, mail-order catalogues such as Sears, and magazines, there is probably
a low percent of architect-designed buildings in Sellwood-Westmoreland. An
inventory of historic features in the neighborhood will disclose information
about who and how the buildings were constructed.

With the approach and full engulfment of the Great Depression,
Sellwood-Westmoreland’s years of robust growth seemed over. The streetcar
was gradually phased out as roads generally improved and residents used their
automobiles more and more. Woolen mill and streetcar carbarn workers who
left the neighborhood were eventually joined by all those employed by the
lumber mills on the Willamette River at the foot of Spokane Street. In the mid-
1930s, the East Side Lumber Company closed down after two devastating fires,
and a woolen mill which managed to survive through the Depression and the
decade of the 1930s finally closed after World War II. Gradually Sellwood-
Westmoreland’s retail shops emptied out, and high vacancies on the main
commercial streets gave Sellwood a ghost-like appearance by the 1950s.110

1% Sanborn Insurance Company, “Portland, Oregon" (Sellwood portion, 1925). Portland Bureau of Planning, “Draft Portland
Historical Context Statement,” 53-55
L Hainley, “The Sellwood Family,” 64-65.
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(8) Government

The short-lived municipal corporation which was Sellwood was legally

created by an act of the state legislature on March 8 1889;111 however, the

e common council” first met
on March 12, 1887. At that
first meeting a President and
four councilmen were elected
and appointments made to
the "city" positions of
Recorder, Treasurer, City
Marshall, and Street
Commissioner. 12 (A list of
city officers is appended to
this document.) In addition,
standing committees of
Finance, Health and Police,
Streets and Public Property,
and Ways and Means were
created.

The city government's
primary task, as judged by
the nature of ordinances
enacted, was the
improvement of streets,
including surfacing and
lighting. (A list of ordinances
presented to the City Council
is appended.) Asis
exemplified by the copy of a
bid submitted to the city by
an engineering firm for
surveying in 1892, bid
solicitations were apparently
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Glsgon, 45 L _«yfl  Sellwood's city council was

allegedly burned in effigy in
late 1892, and on February
23, 1893, it was annexed to
the City of Portland over the
objections of the city
council. 113

o ‘l'L‘LMoL . ary.

! The bill introducing the matter to the legislature was House Bill No. 195 and was signed into law on March 8, 1889 by George W.
McBride, Secretary of State.

12 Blected Officers were: J.G. Cunningham, President of the Council, A.M. Speckelmier, E.L.Comer, C.T. Chatterton, and Charles R.
Murble as councilmen. G.S. Read was City Recorder; A. Savengres was named Treasurer, N. Counts, City Marshall; and W.L.
Robertson became Street Comrmissioner.

13 A handwritten note was found in city archives by the authors which mentioned the burning of the city council in effigy; however,
this report could not be substantiated. It is also interesting that the note reported the buming took place on the west bank of the river.
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(8) Government

The short-lived municipal corporation which was Sellwood was legally

created by an act of the state leglslature on March 8, 1889;!11 however, the
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"common council” first met
on March 12, 1887. At that
first meeting a President and
four councilmen were elected
and appointments made to
the "city" positions of
Recorder, Treasurer, City
Marshall, and Street
Commissioner. 112 (A list of
city officers is appended to
this document.) In addition,
standing committees of
Finance, Health and Police,
Streets and Public Property,
and Ways and Means were
created.

The city government's
primary task, as judged by
the nature of ordinances
enacted, was the
improvement of streets,
including surfacing and
lighting. (A list of ordinances
presented to the City Council
is appended.) Asis
exemplified by the copy of a
bid submitted to the city by
an engineering firm for
surveying in 1892, bid
solicitations were apparently
published and contracts let
on the basis of bids received.

Sellwood's city council was
allegedly burned in effigy in
late 1892, and on February
23, 1893, it was annexed to
the City of Portland over the
objections of the city
council.113

1! The bill introducing the matter to the legislature was House Bill No. 195 and was signed into law on March 8, 1889 by George W.

MecBride, Secretary of State.

112 Blected Officers were: J.G. Cunningham, President of the Council, A.M. Speckelmier, E.L.Comer, C.T. Chatterton, and Charles R.

Murble as councilmen. G.S. Read was City Recorder; A. Savengres was named Treasurer, N. Counts, City

Roberison became Street Commissioner.

Marshall, and W.L.

'3 A handwritten note was found in city archives by the authors which mentioned the burning of the city council in effigy; however,
this report could not be substantiated. It is also interesting that the note reported the burning took place on the west bank of the river.
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HISTORIC OVERVIEW

(9) Culture '

(a) Religion

Sellwood-Westmoreland has been the home of several Christian
congregations since the 1880s. The expansive growth of this Portland suburb
during the decade after the Lewis and Clark Exposition gave rise to the
enormous growth of existing congregations and the formation of several new
ones. The post-World War II period witnessed a second great spurt in growth.
Several church buildings were demolished and replaced with new structures or
they were greatly enlarged and modernized. A brief synoptic history of several
long-lived churches that were once located in the neighborhood or have been in

existence since the 1950s is given below.

Methodist-Episcopal Church / Methodist Church

In 1883, one year after
the Sellwood plat was filed,
a group of representatives
from the First Methodist
Episcopal Church in
Portland came to Sellwood
and held a meeting at the
home of J.D. Chapman,
and on June 17, 1885,
twelve people organized the
church.114 Mrs. Chapman
taught the first Sunday
School, which met in the
Sellwood Schoolhouse.

By August 23, 1885, the
congregation had
purchased lots at SE 15th
Avenue and Tacoma Street
and a small church was
constructed at a cost of
$1,113 on that site. Soon
the Presbyterians and
Episcopalians rented the
church at different times on
Sundays.

Methodist Episcopal Church. Built 1885. Rev. H.P.Webb on the steps.

Comer of SE 15" and Tacoma. Moved to lot between 15% and 16* on

Tacoma in 1906. Photo courtesy of the Oregon Historical Society.

14 «Methodists Were First to Form Organized Church in Sellwood,” Sellwood-Moreland-Bee, 4 October 1956.

51




